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Anchor handling – …progress across the industry..

• Industry cooperation across disciplines – despite roles, interests and competition…
• Increased industry focus on line-dynamics, load reduction & load logging

• -> natural part of operation planning & inspection basis (good progress – but much more to gain)

• Revised inspection schemes
• Usage based inspection

• Chain handling requirements
• to be adapted by IACS (increased material strength comes with a cost – requires different handling)

• Improved anchor recovery procedures
• new “good industry practice” (ref. GOMO 2024 May Edition)

• New IMO Guidelines – SOLAS II-1/3-13 MSC.1 1662
• Anchor handling winch package and loose gear now covered under SOLAS 
• Increased focus on maintenance, operational winch capabilities and safety functions

• Continued focus on lowering of installation loads
• slow progress…
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Focus areas and initiatives – where are we... is it paying off?
Installation / Anchor Tensioning Chain handling onshore/offshore 

Load monitoring -> inspection 

Recovery procedures  

Inspection Operation -> fatigue - all phases
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New DNV Class Notation: “T-LOG” – (load registration

​Design Requirements:
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​Annual/Complete Requirements:

Image: Courtesy of IKMImage: Courtesy of IKM
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DataData

T-LOG – Class Notation
- Intended to give the equipment owners the required accurate data to ensure correct inspection and follow-regimes.

- Vessels with this Notation demonstrate that the logging and data storage complies with latest industry expectations.

- Upgrade of existing fleet / AHV winch packages possible

Images: Courtesy of Rolls Royce Marine /Kongsberg Maritime 

Upgrades of existing fleet possible
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Summing up – why the focus on line tension logging
• Need to know the real line tension in recovery and shallow water operations

• Pre-tensioning and particularly recovery are the critical phases –
• Logging at pre-setting – we do not want to set the anchors too hard…
• Logging at recovery – highest loads/peak loads occur in this phase

• Need tension data to identify and inspect the high-risk items
• PoD at inspection increases if one can target the most loaded components

• With todays high utilization – fatigue is becoming an issue also for mobile mooring chain
• Installation and recovery load history can be combined with rig data/tension (already logged by the rig 

winches)
• This will be required - going forward
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Updates on DNV AOSS schemes
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• Procedural requirements based on:
• Type of operation 

• Logging of loads/utilization & accuracy

• Class approves process put in place by equipment owner based on the criteria in DNV-
RU-OU-0300, App. D, Sec. 5. moved to DNV-CP-0632 (July 2025 Edition)

• Less direct DNV involvement 

• Audit regime rather than survey regime

• Suitable for rental companies and asset owners with much equipment and who 
possesses the knowledge, organization and processes to handle the logistics required

• Scheme shall facilitate correct PoD level and optimize inspections to reduce risk of 
failures and ensure safer operations

• Require tension monitoring from operations - accuracy requirements to be introduced
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Impact: References:

Anchor handling winches & loose gear
• New SOLAS regulation II-1/3-13:

• Anchor handling winches to be designed, constructed, installed and tested based on IMO 
Guidelines. 

• Retroactive requirements to testing, thorough examination, operation, inspection and 
maintenance for all appliances (AH winch, shark jaws, etc) and loose gear.

• Guidelines for anchor handling winches and loose gear
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Entry into force on 1 January 2026.
The requirements will be applicable to new and existing ships. 
The requirements to anchor handling winches will be applicable to vessels used for anchor 
handling operations. 

• Resolution MSC.530(107)

• MSC.1/Circ.1662 (anchor handling)

http://www.imo.org/Pages/home.aspx


DNV © 26 MAY 2026

SOLAS regulation II-1/3-13 / MSC.1/Circ. 1662
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All lifting appliances and anchor handling winches, regardless of installation date, and
all loose gear utilized with any lifting appliances and anchor handling winches, shall

be operationally tested, thoroughly examined, inspected, operated and maintained,
based on the Guidelines developed by the Organization (IMO).”

Image courtesy of IP Huse
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Implementation

2

DNV Rules for SHIPS Part 5 Ch.9 Sec.3
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MSC.1/Circ. 1662

11



DNV © 26 MAY 2026

MSC.1/Circ. 1662
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Increased focus on Maintenance + testing of  Safety Functions

Increased vendor engagement

13 Slides from Kongsberg Maritime used as illustration on vendor engagement – showed with acceptance from Kongsberg Maritime  



dag.lillestol@dnv.com

Aberdeen 2026.05.28

Thank you
• Questions appreciated – now or later…
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