MARINE

Safety Alert

Number: 26-04 Published: 26/03/2026
Subject: Hazards of Vessels External Stairs

What Happened / Narrative

During daily activities onboard a member’s vessel a member of the crew tripped on the vessel exterior stairs, lost balance
and sustained a back injury.

Why Did it Happen / Cause

Following the investigation two of the causes noted were:
e The 1%t step has less of a rise than the others as a result of gratings which have been fitted at deck level

e The original anti-slip surface has become ineffective as a result of multiple layers of paint applied over the years

Corrective Actions Taken / Recommendations

After this incident the vessel owner implemented the following actions:

e If step heights / rise is inconsistent, this should be included in the vessel familiarisation process as a vessel specific
hazard

e All vessel stairways to be inspected to assess the need for re-application of anti-slip treatment (e.g. sand in paint
or anti-slip pads as shown below)

Photographs / Supporting Information

The information contained within this Safety Alert and the associated MSF web site is provided in good faith for the benefit of our members and does not
constitute and is not intended to constitute professional advice or any form of formal representation on behalf of any MSF member or officer. The text as
provided by submitting organisations may be amended to ensure that it is brief, informative and readable but will as far as reasonably practicable remain
as per the intent of the original submission. For the avoidance of doubt, no liability whatsoever shall be attached to any guidance, recommendation or
statement contained therein. Contents should be reviewed individually by recipients who will determine relevance to their own operations.
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