Safety Alert

Number: 25-15 Published: 18/11/2025
Subject: Fall into Chain Locker

MARINE

Safety Forum

What Happened / Narrative

Whilst working onboard an anchor handling vessel alongside in port, an Able Seaman (AB) fell into an open chain locker (~8
meters deep) during mobilisation for pre-lay workscope.

The AB sustained a minor head injury and was rescued within 5 minutes using onboard emergency procedures.

The injured crew member was transported to hospital for treatment and discharged the following day.

Why Did it Happen / Cause

The subsequent investigation into the incident highlighted 3 causes:
e  Open hatch left unsecured after previous operations.
e  Poor lighting in the chain locker area (light above locker was off).

e |ssues with communications.

Corrective Actions Taken / Recommendations

e Implement robust communications with the bridge when operating hatches.
e Ensure all openings are secured immediately after use/operation.
e Improve lighting in operational areas and verify before work starts.

e  Reinforce STOP WORK authority for unsafe conditions.

Photographs / Supporting Information

The information contained within this Safety Alert and the associated MSF web site is provided in good faith for the benefit of our members and does not
constitute and is not intended to constitute professional advice or any form of formal representation on behalf of any MSF member or officer. The text as
provided by submitting organisations may be amended to ensure that it is brief, informative and readable but will as far as reasonably practicable remain
as per the intent of the original submission. For the avoidance of doubt, no liability whatsoever shall be attached to any guidance, recommendation or
statement contained therein. Contents should be reviewed individually by recipients who will determine relevance to their own operations.
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