Safety Alert
Number: 21-10
Published: 27/05/2021
Subject: Cut Hand Whilst Cleaning / Hand Safety
What Happened / Narrative
Whilst cleaning cabinets in the galley area, a vessels crew member sustained a bad cut to the hand from a sharp edge. This
resulted in a section of skin being sliced off.
This was yet another preventable injury caused during a routine job.
During our work and daily lives, we use our hands continuously, our hands are valuable and need proper care. When it comes
to protecting different parts of the body from lacerations, hands are the most important. Hand injuries are difficult to repair
because of the complexity of the hand.
Most hand injuries can be associated with:

The most common causes of hand injuries are:

• Working with machinery or equipment
• The materials being used or the job process being hazardous
• Hand tools or powered hand tools may be faulty or
improperly used

•
•
•
•

Sharp edges
Lack of awareness
Disregard for safety procedures
Distractions

Why Did it Happen / Cause
•
•

Poor assessment of task
Lack of appropriate hand protection

Corrective Actions Taken / Recommendations
•

Whilst cleaning always be aware of sharp edges

•

Ensure safety checks in the galley are performed and if sharp edges are discovered they are removed, or a warning
sign is put in place

•

Use most appropriate type of safety gloves for task being performed and check equipment used for cleaning

•

Hand and finger safety to be added to the risk assessments

Before Starting a Job:

Some control measures for this type of job:

1.

Identify the hazard

•

Carry out sufficient checks before starting the job

2.

Asses the risk

•

Check for sharp edges, pinch points, and crush zones

3.

Reduce the likelihood

•

Use correct tools for the job

•

Check correct hand position

•

Remove jewellery and loose items

•

Use correct / well-fitting gloves

The information contained within this Safety Alert and the associated MSF web site is provided in good faith for the benefit of our members and does not
constitute and is not intended to constitute professional advice or any form of formal representation on behalf of any MSF member or officer. The text as
provided by submitting organisations may be amended to ensure that it is brief, informative and readable but will as far as reasonably practicable remain
as per the intent of the original submission. For the avoidance of doubt, no liability whatsoever shall be attached to any guidance, recommendation or
statement contained therein. Contents should be reviewed individually by recipients who will determine relevance to their own operations.
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A variety of other Hand Injury Safety Alerts can be found on the MSF website:
•
•
•
•
•

21-03 – Finger injury during rescue boat launch drill
20-07 – Finger injury during wire transfer operations
18-24 – Squeezed thumb
18-10 – Lost Time Injury; Cut to hand
15-05 – Cut finger changing mop head

IMCA statistics on hand and finger injuries:
•
•
•

2018
136 incidents reported, 7% hand/finger injuries
2019
160 incidents reported, 10% hand/finger injuries
2020
174 incidents reported, 10% hand/finger injuries

Links below to IMCA materials on hand safety available in a variety of languages:
Pocket card series: 06 – Watch your hands
Poster: IMCA SPP 011 – Hand Safety
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