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Safety Forum

Number: 19-02 Published: 20/02/2019
Subject: Slip on Wet Surface

Safety Alert

What Happened / Narrative

During the hours of darkness with moderate weather conditions, a crewmember on duty on the bridge slipped on a wet
area of the deck and landed on their back. The vessel was standing by outside the 500-meter zone waiting on weather at
the time of the incident and the vessel was pitching/rolling. The crewmember felt no pain in the coming days after the
incident and travelled home as part of their normal rotation. The crewmember visited their local doctor and the doctor
confirmed the symptoms correspond with damaged ribs and advised the ribs would heal naturally.

Why Did it Happen / Cause

The water had come from an unsecured kettle, which was located in the utility area of the bridge, close to the sink. The
water had spilled onto the deck and was not clearly visible to the crewmember since it was dark.

Corrective Actions Taken / Recommendations

- The kettle was fitted with proper securing bracket to withstand adverse weather
- The IP visited doctor at home to be checked out

- Theincident was discussed by both shifts during scheduled safety meetings

- Aresimilar items on board your vessel properly secured to withstand adverse weather?

Photographs / Supporting Information

“better to secure on a good day than
have to fix on a poor night”

Z ~ Secured Kettle

The information contained within this Safety Alert and the associated MSF web site is provided in good faith for the benefit of our members and does not
constitute and is not intended to constitute professional advice or any form of formal representation on behalf of any MSF member or officer. The text as
provided by submitting organisations may be amended to ensure that it is brief, informative and readable but will as far as reasonably practicable remain
as per the intent of the original submission. For the avoidance of doubt, no liability whatsoever shall be attached to any guidance, recommendation or
statement contained therein. Contents should be reviewed individually by recipients who will determine relevance to their own operations.
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